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Background

The Community Advisory Board (CAB) was formed as a part of the oversight structure for Bradley International Airport created under the provisions of PA01-5, adopted in June 2001.  The Act specified two core purposes for the Board:

1. To provide a regular communication vehicle between airport administrators and nearby towns on issues of concern to residents such as noise and traffic.

2. To advise the Bradley Board of Directors on issues of transportation, land use, planning, zoning, and economic development on land surrounding the airport or in close proximity to it.

To assist the CAB in addressing the latter purpose, the Act also defined an Economic Development Subcommittee to be made up of each town’s manager or planner and representatives of the Capitol Region Council of Governments, Greater Hartford Growth Council [now the MetroHartford Regional Alliance], the Springfield Regional Planning Agency [Pioneer Valley Planning Commission], and the state Department of Economic and Community Development.  Members of the Board and of the Subcommittee are listed at the end of this Report.

Community Advisory Board

The CAB includes representatives of the towns of East Granby, Suffield, Windsor, and Windsor Locks, which surround and incorporate the Airport within their combined boundaries.  Regular meetings are scheduled in conjunction with the quarterly meetings of the Board of Directors of the Bradley Development League (BDL), a public-private consortium promoting economic development in the towns surrounding the Airport.  East Granby First Selectman David Kilbon, who also serves as a Bradley Director, is the CAB chair.

The CAB meets in the town halls of the four towns on a rotating basis. 

CAB Activities for the Period from July, 2006 to Date

· Issues of Concern to Residents

· Noise

The CAB continues to receive and review the monthly Noise Complaint Statistics maintained by the Airport and, individually through its members and collectively, receives citizen communication relative to noise issues.

· The Part 150 Study

Board members served on the Advisory Committee for the FAR Part 150 Study conducted under the direction of the state Department of Transportation (DOT).  Public and direct CAB involvement in the Study was concluded at the end of 2003 and DOT forwarded its recommendations to the Federal Aviation Administration in early 2004.  The FAA has approved the maps and Study recommendations.
Throughout the Study the CAB encouraged on-going efforts to work with the public to ensure that the adopted recommendations are consistently implemented and issues pertinent to noise are surfaced and addressed.  This is referenced in the Community Relations Policy Initiatives adopted by the CAB in December 2002 and approved by the Board of Directors in the first quarter of 2003.  The Part 150 Study approved by the FAA includes recommendations that, if funded and adopted by DOT, will provide enhanced public outreach and will supplant or supplement the role of the Board in addressing noise issues.
The sound insulation program included among the Part 150 recommendations has begun a pilot phase with selected homes in the communities.  The DOT briefed the chief elected officials of the towns and has held public meetings for homeowners eligible under the program.  The CAB will monitor progress as the program goes forward.
· Traffic

No traffic-related issues or activity were brought to the CAB’s attention during this report period.

As noted in previous reports CAB members participated in preparation Bradley Area Transportation Strategy by the Capitol Region Council of Governments (CRCOG), which is the federally-identified Regional Planning Agency for the area including the Airport and the four towns.  The Strategy has been endorsed by both the CAB and the Airport Directors and its recommendations have been incorporated in the CRCOG long-range transportation plans.

Two of the initiatives outlined in the Strategy, extension of Bradley Park Road in East Granby and improvements to the Route 75 corridor in Windsor Locks, were recently included among the projects recommended by CRCOG for funding under the STP Urban program.  Other elements of the Strategy await prioritization and funding.  In addition the concept study for improvements to I-91 exit 38 (Day Hill Road) in Windsor was completed and incorporated in the CRCOG Transportation Plan.
· Transportation, Land Use, Planning, Zoning and Economic Development

Aspects of these CAB responsibilities are referenced in the land use sections of FAR Part 150 Study and in the Bradley Area Transportation Strategy noted above.  The CAB chair also participated in the CRCOG’s Regional Transit Strategy (RTS), which was completed prior to the CAB’s formation.  Among its recommendations, the RTS includes transit connections to the Airport from Springfield-Hartford-New Haven commuter rail service and from the Griffin Office Park in Windsor, the northern end of a proposed dedicated Griffin Corridor Busway.  The commuter rail service project, including a connection to Bradley, is underway and a feasibility study of the Griffin Corridor Busway has been completed and the project is currently on hold, awaiting completion of the New Britain-Hartford Busway and validation of ridership projections. 

The four towns’ CAB representatives are directors of the Bradley Development League (BDL), a public-private economic development consortium representing the four towns surrounding and incorporating the Airport.  The communities work together voluntarily through the BDL to market the Airport and the region nationally and internationally.

For the past several years the Economic Development Subcommittee has been working to make the permitting process precedent to development of land adjacent to the Airport faster and more predictable.  With CRCOG’s help the land has been mapped and zoning categorized and a matrix of local land use regulations has been developed.  Working with the MetroHartford Alliance and CRCOG, the Board and the subcommittee has defined the differing ways in which the affected communities address development projects.  From this work the subcommittee has determined that although terminology may differ across town boundaries local regulations are compatible among the four communities.  This work is now on hold, pending discussion of issues pertinent to state regulation of land use.

The Board and the Subcommittee provided input to the Airport’s Master Plan Update, meeting separately and jointly with the DOT consultant managing the Update.

· Changes in Subcommittee Membership

Charles Francis, East Granby Town Planner/Engineer and chair of the Subcommittee, is retiring effective July 1, 2007.  He will continue to consult with the town and, as such, will continue his service to the Subcommittee until his successor has been named.  

Board and Subcommittee Members

Community Advisory Board Members

· David K. Kilbon, First Selectman, Town of East Granby*

· Scott R. Lingenfelter, First Selectman, Town of Suffield
· Donald S. Trinks, Mayor, Town of Windsor (represented by Peter Souza, Town Manager)
· Steven N. Wawruck, Jr., First Selectman, Town of Windsor Locks

Subcommittee Members

· Charles V. Francis, Town Planner/Engineer, Town of East Granby**

· William Hawkins, Town Planner, Town of Suffield

· Peter Souza, Town Manager, Town of Windsor

· Jennifer Rodriguez, Planning Consultant, Town of Windsor Locks

· Mary Ellen Kowaleski, Director of Community Development, Capitol Region Council of Governments

· John Shemo, Executive Vice President, MetroHartford Regional Alliance

· Timothy Brennan, Executive Director, Lower Pioneer Valley Regional Planning Commission

· Oley Carpp, Managing Director, Department of Economic and Community Development 

* indicates chair of the Board

** indicates chair of Subcommittee
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