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Background

The Community Advisory Board was formed as a part of the new oversight structure for Bradley International Airport created under the provisions of PA01-5, adopted in June 2001.  The Act specified two core purposes for the Board:

1. To provide a regular communication vehicle between airport administrators and nearby towns on issues of concern to residents such as noise and traffic.

2. To advise the Bradley Board of Directors on issues of transportation, land use, planning, zoning, and economic development on land surrounding the airport or in close proximity to it.

To assist the Board in addressing the latter purpose, the Act also defined a subcommittee to be made up of each town’s manager or planner and representatives of the Capitol Region Council of Governments, Greater Hartford Growth Council [now the MetroHartford Regional Alliance], the Springfield Regional Planning Agency [Lower Pioneer Valley Regional Planning Commission], and the state Department of Economic and Community Development.  Members of the Board and of the subcommittee are listed at the end of this Report.

Board Activities to Date

The Board initially convened in January 2002.  Meetings are generally scheduled for the same week as and prior to the Bradley Board of Directors meetings, in order to allow for quick communication of current Community Advisory Board issues to the Directors.  East Granby First Selectman David Kilbon, who also serves as a Director, functions as Board chair.

Meetings are held in the East Granby Town Hall and are warned in advance to the town clerks of each of the member towns.  During 2002 the Board met a total of eleven times. 

· Issues of Concern to Residents

· Noise

Board members serve on the Advisory Committee for the FAR Part 150 Study currently underway under the direction of the state Department of Transportation.  Regular updates on the Study’s progress are discussed at each Board meeting.  The Board also receives and reviews the monthly Noise Complaint Statistics maintained by the Airport and receives citizen communication relative to noise issues.

Board members feel it is critical that any recommendations in the Part 150 report are made with the full agreement and endorsement of leadership of the communities that abut the Airport.  To that end the Board has had a number of in-depth discussions with Department staff and consultants relative to the alternatives considered in the Study draft and the criteria used to evaluate them.  Some progress has been made but serious issues remain to be resolved before the Board could consider endorsing any recommendations from the Study.  At a minimum all alternatives must be explored, inconsistencies between the Environmental Analysis for Runway 24 (the “Mini Study”) and the Part 150 Study must be resolved, the criteria must be expanded to better address community concerns, and application of measurement standards must be thoroughly explained before the Board could feel comfortable moving forward with Study recommendations.

Development of recommendations must also provide for extensive public involvement.  While it’s to be expected that public reaction to issues of airplane noise will not be uniformly positive, dialogue between Airport representatives (staff and consultants) and the public has been unfortunately adversarial both at and outside of meetings.  Board members feel it is critical to the successful adoption of the Part 150 that the Department take all possible steps to cultivate and nurture a positive relationship with the public, especially residents of the towns surrounding Bradley, by clearly explaining the Study process to them and welcoming their input.

· Traffic

Board members participated on the Steering Committee and Local Advisory committees for the Bradley Area Transportation Strategy prepared by the Capitol Region Council of Governments and completed in early 2002.  The Strategy outlined four regional projects: construction of a bypass route linking Connecticut Route 190 with the north end of the Airport in Suffield, extension of Bradley Park Road between Nicholson and Russell roads in East Granby, improvements to Connecticut Route 75 in Windsor Locks, and better transit within the region and linking greater Hartford and Springfield with the Airport.  Local improvements within each of the four towns were also defined.  At the Board’s recommendation, the Bradley International Airport Board of Directors has endorsed the Strategy.

· Community Relations Policy

To better fulfill its responsibilities and provide a means for public outreach, the Board has begun drafting a Community Relations Policy for the Board and for recommendation to the Bradley Board of Directors.  Initiatives outlined in the policy will form a set of goals for the Board and will advise the Directors on actions they can take to enhance the public’s understanding of the Airport. 

· Transportation, Land Use, Planning, Zoning and Economic Development

Aspects of these Board responsibilities are referenced in the FAR Part 150 Study and the Bradley Area Transportation Strategy noted above.  Current Board members also participated in the Capitol Regional Council of Governments’ Regional Transit Strategy, which was completed prior to the Board’s formation.  Among its recommendations, the RTS includes transit connections to the Airport from Springfield-New Haven commuter rail service and from the Griffin Office Park in Windsor, the northern end of a proposed dedicated Northwest Corridor Busway.

The four towns’ Board representatives are directors of the Bradley Development League, a public-private economic development consortium that also currently includes representation from the Department of Transportation.  The communities work together voluntarily through the BDL to market the region nationally and internationally.

· Economic Development Subcommittee

The subcommittee defined in the Act has completed the initial stage of their work with preparation of a draft report to the Board recommending development of a strategic action plan to promote economic development on and around the Airport.  This report was presented to the Board at their December meeting and is currently under review.

The subcommittee met for the first time in May and began their work by reviewing available materials, including the Bradley Airport Environs Land Use Study (“Hagler Bailly” report).  Specific items the Subcommittee was tasked to address included advising the Board whether or not the report needs to be updated and how to best respond to its recommendations, examining the extent and impact of differences in zoning regulations among the towns that border the Airport, issues of land use inside and outside the Airport boundaries, Part 150 Study issues relative to land use and zoning, pre-permitting land on and adjacent to the Airport, and integrating and implementing the recommendations of the CRCOG Regional Transit Strategy and Bradley Area Transportation Study. 
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Appendix: Board and Subcommittee Members

Community Advisory Board Members

· David K. Kilbon, First Selectman, Town of East Granby*

· Elaine Sarsynski, First Selectman, Town of Suffield

· Donald S. Trinks, Mayor, Town of Windsor

· Edward A. Ferrari, First Selectman, Town of Windsor Locks

Subcommittee Members

· Charles V. Francis, Town Planner/Engineer, Town of East Granby

· Philip Chester, Town Planner, Town of Suffield

· Leon Churchill, Town Manager, Town of Windsor**

· Cathy Darou, Planning Consultant, Town of Windsor Locks

· Mary Ellen Kowaleski, Director of Community Development, Capitol Region Council of Governments

· John Shemo, Executive Vice President, MetroHartford Regional Alliance

· Timothy Brennan, Executive Director, Lower Pioneer Valley Regional Planning Commission

· Rita Zangari, Deputy Commissioner, Department of Economic and Community Development

* indicates chair of the Board

** indicates chair of the Subcommittee
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